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A Study on the History of Soju in Korea

— Focusing on the Transition from ‘Traditional Soju’ to ‘Modern Soju’—
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The traditional brewing industry in Korea underwent significant transformation
due to the waves of modernization. Alongside the proliferation of diluted Soju, the
distinctiveness of Korean traditional liquor was lost, leaving many ordinary consumers
pessimistic about its disappearance. Diluted Soju, referred to as "new-style Soju" emerged
with industrial modernization, displacing traditional Soju from the market, a trend that
persists today. This paper aims to analyze the cultural significance of diluted shochu, also

known as "new-style Soju".
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