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Ethiopia is well-known as the place of origin of Coffea arabica, and “Kafa” located in the
southwestern part of Ethiopia is known to be “the place where coffee was found.” This article deals
with the way how southwest Ethiopia was formed into “the place of origin of coffee,” tracing the
historical process of production, transportation, and consumption of coffee in the region since the
beginning of the 20" century, when Ethiopia conquered the southwest and incorporated it into its
empire. Recognizing the commercial value of coffee, the Christian elite coming from the north
started land-grabbing and promoted coffee planting. After the economic stagnation under the Derg
regime, economy was liberalized under the EPRDF and coffee production was improved in both
quantity and quality, with a collaborative effort of the government, commercial sector and the
producers. These coffee-related actors are struggling to overcome the “coffee crisis” by seeking
linkage with the foreign organizations (NGOs, coffee importers), utilizing the name value of “Kafa,

the place of origin of coffee.”
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