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6. EXT7IRALZY k

Distribution Channels of Qat in Yemen: Sana‘a, al-Hudayda and Taizz

Reiko OTSUBO 27

Qat, the leaves of which produce a stimulant effect, is cultivated and
consumed in Yemen. The purpose of the research is to clarify the distribution
channels of qat in al-Hudayda and Taizz, and to compare them with those of
Sana‘a.

The distribution channels of gat in the cities are very effective. It is
harvested in the early morning, sold in the markets around noon, and
consumed in the afternoon: all the stages of the process are done within a
single day. The government and private companies intervene little in the
process, and only one or two merchants are involved. In the case of Sana‘a,
merchants go to the producing areas to get qat directly from producers, often
making a contract which covers several days. Merchants in al-Hudayda and
Taizz, however, can get qat in the markets inside the cities without going to
the producing areas. There are many drivers specializing in the
transportation of qat in al-Hudayda, which is far away from the producing
areas. Auctions are held in a producing area and in a market in Taizz.

Merchants in Sana‘a, where tribal ties are still strong, do not use the
tribal ties to buy and sell qat. In al-Hudayda and Taizz, where it is said that
the tribal structures were destroyed, blood relationships are more
advantageous for getting qat. In al-Hudayda, where there are fewer kinds of
gat and there is a big seasonal difference in the distribution amounts, a
merchant is at a great advantage if he has a blood relationship with someone
in the producing area. In Taizz, which is close to the producing areas but also
has fewer kinds, there is a producing area whose producers sell their qat
only to their relatives. But blood relationships are not so useful when

merchants sell gat.

27 University of Tokyo
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