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6. EXT7IRALZV K

An Ethnographic study on Gift-Exchange of Cigarettes

among Hani of South Western China.

Tomohisa ABE 19

In this paper, It will be shown how exchange of cigarettes plays certain
social role in Hani village life based on my two and a half years field work in
Yunnan, China. Cigarette was getting popular thorough these decades in
rural Hani wvillage, although waterpipe is typical representation about
“traditional” smoking style in prior works. It is very essential for male
villagers to take part in gift-exchange of cigarette, in order to keep his social
relationship active.

There are many customs called generally as “Yo/i/” which regulate various
actions on everyday life in Hani village; how to grip a hoe, to deal with ashes
on hearth, to conduct rituals and so on. Villagers seem to construct stable
social relationship through the practical schema which Yol/i/ provides,
including how to hand cigarettes.

By illustrating two cases of ritual feasts, on the one hand, I would like to
suggest that gift-exchange of cigarettes according to Yolil also constitutes
social order in Hani village. However, sometimes deviation from existing
order can also be seen. We may understand that they are living within and

trying to adapt to dynamic social transformation.

19 Tokyo Metropolitan University
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