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6. EXT7IREIU L+
The Infiltration of Ezochi by Japanese as Indicated
by Sake and Tabacco at the Edo Period

Tatsuhito SEKINE

(Hirosaki University Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences)

Sake and tobacco were main trade products with Ezo for Japan as well as rice and
cotton clothing. They were imperial grant products in case of the ceremony for courtesy
with the tribute paid to the court called uimamu or services event for Ainu people

called omusha. Wajin who were major people in Japan used sake and tobacco as a tool
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to rule over Ainu people skillfully. Sake and tobacco were ceremonious items for Ainu
first. After the 18th century, a large quantity of sake, tobacco, and long pipes came to
flow into the Ainu society, and sake and tobacco changed from items for courtesy into
luxury goods. By the opening of Japan in the last days of the Tokugawa shogunate,
Hakodate and Niigata became the international trade port. A large quantity of shochu
made from sake lees from 1870s through 1910s was exported for Hakodate Port from
the Niigata Port. Shochu made in Niigata prefecture which was cheaper than sake and
had high frequency, was the luxury goods for Japanese worker and Ainu who worked in

severe north fishing grounds of the cold.
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