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An Anthropological Study on the Role of Documentation in the Workplace of Japanese Sake brewery

Hirofumi Iwatani

(Faculty of Global human sicences, Kobe University)

I focus attention on the writing activities of sake brewery workers in today’s Japanese sake
brewing such as filling out a lot of information in forms and drawing lines across the paper, and at the
same time on their referring activities of seeing, reading, and understanding the material. I decide the
products of such activities as well as the activities themselves as “documentation”.

There are many things related to documentation in the sake brewery. Especially, I discuss
the documents called “progress records” which have a certain style. The information of raw materials
and fermentation conditions are recorded on the documents. I think that their origins can be traced
back to the Meiji era when modern sake brewing begins. As modern sake making advances,

documentation is also expected to gradually progress. While tracing the historical lineage, I will grasp
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the characteristics of documentation in today’s sake brewing through ethnographic research targeting
some sake breweries, and understand the meaning in the whole practice of sake brewing.
Documents can be spatially — they can be taken out from the brewer — and temporally — the
documents can help to understand the basics of past sake brewing, and they will be able to
communicate to the next generation of people — mobile. But that is not the only role of documents. At
the present sake brewery, producing the documents or referring to them is a work for sake brewery
workers to perform the sake brewing. Considering that, the documentation constitutes the whole work
of sake brewing. Furthermore, it may be possible to change the way of work itself. In other words, it

can be said that the documentation is embedded in the practice of sake brewing.
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